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Mideast chiefs           celebrate 50th birthday milestones
Geoff Gar�eld
London   

Mideast Shipping and Trading’s 
Shabbir Baig and Steve Wansell 
celebrated their 50th� birthdays 
in style at the Royal Exchange in  
central London.

Brokers, lawyers, underwriters, 
bankers and others turned out in 
force as managing director Baig 
and general manager Wansell also 
toasted more than nine years of 
working together.

Guests of shiprecycling cash 
buyer Mideast came from as  
far a�eld as Stockholm and Ham-
burg but included many familiar 
faces from companies including 
Clarksons, Braemar ACM, Howe 

Robinson Partners, Seasure and 
HFW.

A four-piece female violin quar-
tet provided music during the 
evening, while other entertain-
ment saw the surprise arrival 
from Dublin of impersonator Al 
Foran, who was “interviewed” by 
Brendan Battle, a former colleague 
of Wansell at Bank Mandiri.

Boxers Mike Tyson, Chris Eu-
bank Jr and Floyd Mayweather 
were all subjects for the Irish co-
median’s cutting impressions, 
along with Manchester United 
manager Jose Mourinho and Chel-
sea head coach Antonio Conte.

The “birthday boys” described 
the evening as “a great excuse to 
bring our industry together in a 

RUBBING SHOULDERS: Kontiki Shipbrokers director/partner 
Guy Cunningham (left) and Braemar ACM sale-and-purchase 
broker Harman Gill �

TOM EVANS: Director at 
Seasure/VesselsValue ROBERT REID: of SOMAP 

ON HAND: (From left) Jon Chaplin, director, executive search at Spinnaker Recruitment; 
Charles Fernandez of Canopius Insurance; Nicola Tippetts, formerly of TradeWinds Events; 
magician Michael McIntyre; and Joy Henshaw, executive assistant at the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 

’GREAT EXCUSE’: Mideast general manager Steve Wansell (left) and managing director Shabbir Baig 
TAKING THE MIC: Impersonator Al Foran (left) being interviewed 
by Bank Mandiri deputy general manager Brendan Battle 

HAMMERSHIP: 
Andreas Hammer

LUKE HARWOOD: Broker 
at Braemar ACM

RANULF SWALLOW: Broker 
at Braemar ACM


